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A child's paradise

We may be mischievous

naughty beyond control

a little ignorant and very silly

a teeny bit too emotional and fragile
but I still think of childhood

as paradise

We have big dreams

and bold ambitions

that haven't yet been crushed

by harsh comments and skeptical voices

We have clear minds

and pure hearts

that haven't yet been corrupted
by greed, scarcity

and the grief of the world

We'll eventually grow up
into sensible, mature, logical adults
just like you

We'll have our dreams crushed
hearts corrupted
and simple pleasures taken away

All we children ask of you

is to let us be free

be our innocent, childish selves

for the 18 years we are allowed to be

We plead

we request

we ask of you

don't force a child

to grow up too quickly!
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Religion

If you really try to understand
the heart and soul of each religion
and what truly drove them apart
you realize something amazing

Each place of worship
is sacred, peaceful, calming
radiating with energy

Each God an ambassador
of spirituality and wisdom
of “think good, do good, feel good”

Every spiritual leader rose
to help humanity through
times of great struggle, confusion

Each festival is filled
with prayer, light, colour

food, fun and joyful energy

So, what is different
if the spirit and soul
of all faiths are the same?

Simply

the names

the rules

customs

and such nitty gritty?

Is this why
there is constant conflict

among all religions?

Aren't they all one at the core?

Streams that flow into the same ocean?
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Magic

The secretive, mysterious magicians

dressed in their dark cloaks

black hats and white gloves

performing their wonderous, awe-inspiring tricks
that make us gasp, marvel, exclaim

shout out loud and cringe in fear

Making objects vanish into thin air

picking out just the right card from the deck
pulling long ropes out of their mouths
sawing themselves in half

pulling a bird out of their hat

and helping it fly high

If you get too busy analysing
judging, concluding, investigating
trying to logically decode the magic
you'll ruin all the fun

Maybe some magic

is never meant to be deciphered
to be understood by us

be it at a magic show

or in our own lives

Maybe all we're meant to do
1s to sit back, relax
and just let the magic unfold
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The friend I lost

The German soldier
peeking out
from behind the trench

He didn't look

so different from me
tall, skinny, pale
tired of the war
were we both

If not for his helmet and uniform
I'd even have thought
he might be British

Maybe I'd have shook his hand
introduced myself
and chatted with him a little

If only I'd done so

I would have come to learn

that he too had a younger sister
waiting desperately for his return
that he too loved horses

and kept a couple at his farm

that he too had a girlfriend

whom he hoped to marry

soon after the war had ended

But he wore the wrong uniform
the wrong helmet
and that made him the enemy!

And I had my orders from above
so I shot him down

my heart aching within

feeling immense guilt and regret
for the friend I'd lost
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The hacker

I was bored

for hours upon endless hours
no one to talk to

nothing at all to do

everyone else

busy with their gadgets
24/7

I was mad, upset alright

and not in the best state of mind
so I did the only thing

that I was truly good at doing

I hacked

Hacked into all the software systems
all the servers, applications and games
all across the world

Deactivated everything
entertainment, news
education, shopping
anything that was online
and billions of screens
across the globe
instantly went black

Netflix, Disney, Apple, YouTube
Economist, CNN, The Guardian
Amazon, eBay, Taobao

Khan academy, Quora, Wikipedia
TVs, laptops, phones, iPads
everything shut down

everything went black

Alright

I get it

it probably wasn't
the best thing to do

The whole world would be bored
angry, jobless, disconnected
thanks to me
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But it was the only answer
that came to my mind

the only thing

that I knew would work

My mom is 24 / 7 on social media
constantly busy with herself

and I had been asking her

for a heart-to-heart chat

since the last year

This was the only way I knew
to get her to look into her son's eyes
and truly listen to what I had to say

Who knows
maybe somewhere out there
thousands of miles away ...

A son and a father
played catch and then football
after a very long time

A couple enjoyed green tea
on their porch
as they watched a beautiful sunset

Another son had a heart-to-heart
with his busy mother
after what seemed like ages

And all thanks to me
the hacker
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